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OUR JOURNEY WITH CHRIST

HE

My President Was Black 

GOD IS... 
 A LOVING GOD; 
GOD IS A FORGIVING 
GOD

John 3:16 -17 

“For God so loved the world: 
He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believes 
in him shall not perish but 
have eternal life.  For God did 
not send his Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but to 
save the world through Him.”

Obama’s victories in 2008 and 2012 
were dismissed by some of his critics as 
merely symbolic for African Americans. 
But there is nothing “mere” about 
symbols.


This was bigger.  This would not happen 
again, and everyone knew it. It was not 
just that there might never be another 
African American president of the United 
States. It was the feeling that this 
particular black family, the Obamas, 
represented the best of black people, 
the ultimate credit to the race, 
incomparable in elegance and bearing. 
	 “There are no more,” the 
comedian Sinbad joked back in 2010. 
“There are no black men raised in 
Kansas and Hawaii. That’s the last one. 
Y’all better treat this one right. The next 
one gonna 

be from Cleveland. He gonna wear a 
perm. Then you gonna see what it’s 
really like.” Throughout their residency, 
the Obamas had refrained from showing 
America “what it’s really like,” and had 
instead followed the first lady’s motto, 
“When they go low, we go high.” This 
was the ideal—black and graceful under 
fire—saluted that evening. The president 
was lionized as “our crown jewel.” The 
first lady was praised as the woman 
“who put the O in Obama.”

	 Much as the unbroken ranks of 
43 white male presidents communicated 
that the highest office of government in 
the country—indeed, the most powerful 
political offices in the world—was off-
limits to black individuals, the election of 
Barack Obama communicated that the 
prohibition had been lifted. 
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Editorial Thoughts
Growing Christians

To hear the world tell it, the church is dying.  Not just one church either. Many 
churches are losing membership and entire congregations are all but disappearing 
across the board.   Why?  That’s the big question that everyone is trying to find the 
answer to.  We want to know what a growing church looks like and how to get one.  
In Thessalonians 3:12-4:12, the apostle Paul knew the answer.  He knew that 
fundamentally a growing church is made up of growing Christians.

	 In our very first town hall 
of the new year, Greater Little 
Zion members discussed the 
very question of, how to grow the 
c h u r c h b e c a u s e c h u r c h 
membership is on the decline.  

Many reasons and suggestions 
were offered as to why our 
congregation is suffering a loss of 
membership: No age appropriate 
classes or activities for the youth; 
no organizational follow through 
or adequate preparation for 
events, and sometimes there is an 
u n i n t e n t i o n a l e l e m e n t o f 
unfriendliness when it comes to 
inclusiveness in ministries and 
leadership.  

At the end of the nearly two hour 
discussion, the conclusion that 
everyone came away with is the 
same conclusion that Paul delivered 
to the Thessalonians: Spiritual 
growth is the key to a growing 
church.

The first thing Paul did was prayed 
for a growing church, 3:12-13, 
looked at the motives for a growing 
chu rch , 4 :1 , and then gave 
instructions for a growing church, 
4:2-12. 

He prayed for them to have love and 
holiness.  In chapter 3:12, he prayed 
that the Lord would make their love 
increase and overflow  for each 
other. 

He prayed that their hearts were 
strengthened and instructed them to 
live their lives in order to please 
God.  He wanted them to do it more 
and more as a motive for a growing

church. Verses 2-8.


Finally, in verses 11-12, Paul’s 
closing instructions for a growing 
church were:  “Make it your ambition 
to lead a quiet life, to mind your own 
business and to work with your 
hands, just as we told you, so that 
your daily life may win the respect of 
outsiders and so that you will not be 
dependent on anybody.” 


You may be saying to yourself that’s 
all well and good but how can any of 
that t ranslate into a growing 
membership for GLZBC? It’s simple.  
If we pray, strengthen our hearts with 
love and live a life in order to please 
God, we will win the respect of 
outsiders and potential members.  


But we also have to remember to 
work with our hands and have faith 
that all of the great ideas that came 
from our meeting: Social media 
ministry; Youth council; Care group 
out reach and Facebook L ive 
postings, will help us grow into a 
happy and spiritual healthy church!


Rev. Dr. James T. Murphy, Jr., 
Pastor

Rev. Estelle Chandler, Associate 
Minister



 

Is hate speech free 
speech?

JOIN THE 
CONVERSATION

DID YOU 
KNOW?

1.  Martin Luther King Jr. 
improvised the most iconic 
part of his, “I Have a Dream 
Speech.” 

2. Inoculation was introduced 
to America by a slave. 

3. Of the 12.5 million Africans 
shipped to the New Word 
during the Transatlantic 
Slave Trade, fewer than 
388,000 arrived in the United 
States. 

4. One in four cowboys was 
black, despite the stores told 
in popular books and 
movies. The “Lone Ranger” 
was inspired by an African 
American man names Bass 
Reeves. 

5. Interracial marriage in the 
United States was banned in 
1664 and not overturned 
until 1967.

It’s a free speech clash with hate speech as UC Berkeley 
protesters shut down a scheduled talk by conservative firebrand 
and Donald Trump supporter, Milo Yiannopoulos.

What’s the backstory on Yiannopoulos? 
Yiannopoulos, 32, writes for Breitbart News. He’s also a flamboyant 
provocateur who has been denounced for propagating racism, 
misogyny and anti-Islam views, but he styles himself a champion of 
free speech.


Yiannopoulos’ campus talks have generated protests and anger from 
students and faculty, but top UC officials have generally said they 
believe he has a right to speak.


Less than a month before the events in Berkeley, protesters at UC 
Davis prevented him from speaking on their campus.


Some in the university said both cancellations were a blow to free 
speech and that Yiannopoulos should be allowed to be heard, no 
matter how offensive his views are.   


What do you think?  Should hate speech be protected under the 
law?    ~LA Times


http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-uc-davis-protest-20170113-story.html%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-uc-davis-protest-20170113-story.html%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-uc-davis-protest-20170113-story.html%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-uc-davis-protest-20170113-story.html%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


BIBLE STUDY
Be  
Proactive 
“Have mercy and be 
gracious to me; grant 
s t re n g t h ( m i g h t a n d 
inflexibility to temptation) 
to Your servant.” 

Psalm 86:16

VERSES TO 
REMEMBER

• Matthew 24:44: “Therefore 
you also must be ready, for 
the Son of Man is coming at 
an hour you do not expect.”


• 1 Peter 3:15, “But in your 
hearts honor Christ the Lord 
as ho ly, a lways be ing 
prepared to make a defense 
to anyone who asks you for 
a reason for the hope that is 
in you; yet do i t wi th 
gentleness and respect.”


• Matthew 25:13 “Watch 
therefore, for you know 
neither the day nor the 
hour.”


• Proverbs 22:3 “the prudent 
sees danger and hides 
himself, but the simple go on 
and suffer for it.”


• Matthew 24:42 “Therefore, 
stay awake, for yo do not 
know on what day your Lord 
is coming.

	 J e s u s w a r n e d H i s 
disciples about all that He was to 
go through because He knew it 
would be difficult for them too.  He 
said, “Pray that you won’t be 
tempted,” Matthew 6:13; 26:41.  
He didn’t say, “Wait to pray until 
you have been tempted, or until 
you have given in to temptation, or 
until you are up to your neck in sin 
and perversion!”  Jesus teaches us 
to be proactive, which Webster 
defines as “acting in anticipation of 
fu tu re prob lems, needs , o r 
changes.” 


While in the wilderness, many 
Israelites had already died from 
snake bites before the rest of them 
finally said, “Pray for us, Moses, for 
we have sinned”, see Numbers 
21:4-9.  They should have 
recognized their need for God’s 
help much sooner than they did!  
Don’t wait until you are in trouble 
to seek God.  Ask Him to keep you 
from being tempted to sin today.


During uncertain times of protest, 
Muslim bans, healthcare repeals 
and uncertain leadership, we have 
t o b e p ro a c t i v e a n d m a k e 
proactive choices that are based 
on values and principles. Here are 
some tips:


1.  Christians Must Be Prepared  
Peter says, “prepare your minds 
for action,” 1 Peter 1:13.  We must 
prepare our minds, to act the way 
God commands in a g i ven 
situation.  Therefore, we must act 
in advance to deal with whatever 
situation we find ourselves.

2.  Christians Must Be Ready  
Jesus tells us we must be ready 
for every good deed.  He says, 
“Remind them to be subject to 
rulers, to authorities, to be 
obedient, to be ready for every 
good deed.” Titus 3:.  Be ready to 
do good even in bad situations.


3. Christians Must Make A 
C h o i c e P a u l s a y s , “ N o 
temptation has overtaken you 
except such as is common to 
man; but God is faithful, who will 
not allow you to be tempted 
beyond what you are able, but 
with the temptation will also make 
the way of escape, that you may 
be able to bear it.” 1 Cor. 10:13. 


We also have a choice whether to 
do the right thing or not, to sin or 
obey God.  We must proactively 
obey God rather than reactively 
give in to temptation and sin.  


When we seek the things above, 
setting our minds on the things 
above, considering the members 
of our earthly today as (Col. 
3:1-5), we proactively obey God 
based on His word, and seek him 
before we are bitten by the 
snakes of this world. 


biblestudyguide.org

What Does The Bible 
Say About Being 

Prepared?

http://biblestudyguide.org
http://biblestudyguide.org


 

Roadmap to Reconciliation 
Take The Next Step To Unity, Wholeness and Justice

From The Bookshelf
HEALTH 
WATCH

Heart disease is the leading cause 
of death for men and women in the 
United States. Every year, 1 in 4 
deaths are caused by heart 
disease. 

How can American Heart Month 
make a difference? 

We can use this month to raise 
awareness about heart disease and 
how people can prevent it — both 
at home and in the community. 
Here are just a few ideas: 

Encourage families to make small 
changes, like using spices 
to season their food 
instead of salt. 

Motivate teachers and 
administrators to make 
physical activity a part of 
the school day. This can 
help students start good 
habits early. 

Ask doctors and nurses to be 
leaders in their 
communities by speaking 
out about ways to prevent 
heart disease. 

How can I help spread the word? 
We’ve made it easier for you to make 
a difference. This toolkit is full of ideas 
to help you take action today. For 
example:

Add information about living a heart 

healthy lifestyle to your 
newsletter. 

Tweet about American Heart 
Month. 

Host a community event where 
families can be active while 
learning about local health 
resources. 

Take action: Be the cure!  Join the 
American Heart Association’s national 
movement in support of healthier 
communities and healthier lives.


We can see the injustice 
and inequality in our 
lives and in the world. 
We are ready to rise up. 
But how, exactly, do we 
do this? How does one 
reconcile? What we 
need is a clear sense of 
direction. 
 
Based on her extensive 
consulting experience 
with churches, colleges 
and organizations, Rev. 
Dr. Brenda Salter McNeil 
has created a roadmap 
to show us the way. She 
guides us through the 
common topics of 
discussion and past the 
bumpy social terrain and 
political boundaries that 
will arise. In these pages 
she voices her call to all 
believers: 
 

"It's time for the followers of Jesus to embark on the prophetic journey 
that leads to reconciliation and transformation around the world. Many 
of us may already be aware of the need for reconciliation in our own 
backyards. . . . We cannot ignore the plight of the people around us 
and as globalization continues its relentless march onward, we cannot 
turn a blind eye to the world at large either. We have to face the 
realities here at home and we must also embrace the stories of people 
all around the world." 
 
Each chapter lays out the next step in the journey. With reflection 
questions and exercises at the end of each chapter, it's ideal to read 
together with your church or organization. If you are ready to take the 
next step into unity, wholeness and justice, then this is the book for 
you.


~ Amazon


American Heart 
Awareness Month

https://healthfinder.gov/nho/FebAnnounce.aspx
https://healthfinder.gov/nho/FebAnnounce.aspx
https://healthfinder.gov/nho/FebAnnounce.aspx
http://yourethecure.org/aha/advocacy/default.aspx
https://healthfinder.gov/nho/FebAnnounce.aspx
https://healthfinder.gov/nho/FebAnnounce.aspx
https://healthfinder.gov/nho/FebAnnounce.aspx
http://yourethecure.org/aha/advocacy/default.aspx


 
GLZBC  

Celebration  

Pastor’s 18th Anniversary 
Theme: “A Pastor With A 
Passion For Illuminating 
God’s Word.” 
“You didn’t choose me.  I 
chose you.  I appointed yo 
auto go and produce lasting 
fruit, so that the Father will 
give you whatever you ask 
for, using my name.”  John 
15:16

Anniversary Colors 
Black and Yellow  

Love Offering:   
$118 per member in honor of 
Dr. Murphy’s 18 years of 
pastoral leadership.

Anniversary Celebration 
March 5th, 2017 at 10 am.  
One Service.




 

Continued from front page…

My President Was 
Black  

	 It communicated much 
more. Before Obama triumphed in 
2008, the most-famous depictions 
of black success tended to be 
entertainers or athletes. But 
Obama had shown that it was 
“possible to be smart and cool at 
the same time,” as Jesse Williams 
put it at the BET party. Moreover, 
he had not embarrassed his people 
with a string of scandals. Against 
the specter of black pathology, 
against the narrow images of 
welfare moms and deadbeat dads, 
his time in the White House had 
been an eight-year showcase of a 
healthy and successful black family 
spanning three generations, with 
two dogs to boot. In short, he 
became a symbol of black people’s 
everyday, extraordinary 
Americanness.

	 Over the next 12 years, 
Obama proved himself to be a 
skilled politician, a deeply moral 
human being, and one of the 
greatest presidents in American 
history. He was phenomenal—the 
most agile interpreter and navigator 
of the color line. He had an ability 
to emote a deep and sincere 
connection to the hearts of black 
people, while never doubting the 
hearts of white people.


Monthly 
Events

Fairfax Chocolate 
Lovers Festival - 

February 4-5, 2017, Saturday - 8 
a.m. - 5 p.m.  

Sunday noon - 4 p.m. 
 Downtown Historic Fairfax, 
10455 Armstrong Street Fairfax, 
VA. 

The annual two-day event is a 
community favorite and features 
The Chocolate Challenge, an arts 
contest featuring breathtaking art 
made completely of chocolate. 
The festival is a great Valentine’s 
Day event with chocolate vendors 
offering samples and selling their 
products at the Taste of 
Chocolate. Other activities include 
the Kiwanis Pancake Breakfast, 
featuring chocolate chip 
pancakes, historic re-enactments, 
children's activities, a craft show 
and more.


There are no clean victories for 
black people, nor, perhaps, for any 
people. The presidency of Barack 
Obama is no different. One can 
now say that an African American 
individual can rise to the same 
level as a white individual, and yet 
also say that the number of black 
individuals who actually qualify for 
that status will be small. The gate 
is open and yet so very far away.


For eight years Barack Obama 
walked on ice and never fell. 
Nothing in that time suggested that 
straight talk on the facts of racism 
in American life would have given 
him surer footing.  President 
Barack Obama rose up from fear, 
smiling, waving, defying despair, 
defying history, defying gravity, 

and he will always be my 
President.  My President was 
Black. 


~ Ta-Nehisi Coates

The Atlantic 

http://www.fairfaxva.gov/government/parks-recreation/special-events/chocolate-lovers-festival
http://www.fairfaxva.gov/government/parks-recreation/special-events/chocolate-lovers-festival
http://dc.about.com/od/virginianeighborhoods/a/CityofFairfax.htm
http://www.fairfaxva.gov/government/parks-recreation/special-events/chocolate-lovers-festival
http://www.fairfaxva.gov/government/parks-recreation/special-events/chocolate-lovers-festival
http://dc.about.com/od/virginianeighborhoods/a/CityofFairfax.htm


The Zion Trumpet 
Greater Little Zion Baptist Church Monthly Newsletter 

2016 Theme: “Being a Church of TLC: Touching, Loving & Caring” 

John 13:34-35


Church Vision: The vision of Greater Little Zion Baptist Church is to 
reach the unsaved with the saving message of Jesus Christ. 

Matthew 28:19-20


Church Mission: The mission of Greater Little Zion Baptist Church is to 
lead everyone to a full life of development in Christ.

CONTACT: Angelica Anderson for submissions  |  andersonangelica@hotmail.com  |  

WWW.glzbc.org

GLZBC

10185 Zion Drive, Fairfax, VA 22032

ZION TRUMPETHE Monthly 
Events

  
“THE SOULD OF BLACK FOLK: 
CENTENNIAL REFLECTION”


GLZBC invites everyone to our 
Black History Program, featuring 
guest musical group: The 
HERITAGE VILLAGE PROJECT 
DRUM ENSEMBLE


The program will be followed by 
a Soul Food Potluck Dinner.  
Please bring your favorite dish 
(enough to share with 6 others) 

LET’S MEET, GREET, AND EAT!!! 

Black History 
Celebration 

Sunday February 26, 
2017 AT GLZBC,  

10:45 AM

http://www.glzbc.org
http://www.glzbc.org

