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OUR JOURNEY WITH CHRIST

HE

BIRTH OF A NATION 
“IF CHRIST WERE HERE, HOW WOULD HE REACT TO THE MISUSE AND 
MISREPRESENTATION OF HIS NAME AND HIS ACTIONS.” 


  ~ BRENNAN WILLIAMS
 GOD IS... 
 A RECONCILER AND 
A RESTORER

2 Corinthians 5:15-17 

“All this is from God, who through 
Christ reconciled us to himself and gave 
us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, 
in Christ God was reconciling the world 
to himself, not counting their responses 
against them, and entrusting to us the 
message of reconciliation. Therefore, we 
are ambassadors for Christ, God 
making his appeal through us. We 
implore you on behalf of Christ, be 
reconciled to God. For our sake he 
made him to be sin who knew no sin, so 
that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God”

Nate Parker’s decision to direct, write, 
produce, star and fund “Birth of a 
Nation” was not only drawn from Nat 
Turner’s willingness to die for the 
oppressed, but also his ties to religion.

The actor shared his initial thoughts on 
discovering the slave rebellion led by 
Turner while attending college, in a new 
interview with Christianity Today.

“Here, you had a man who was a 
preacher and a person that was 
dedicated to his faith and to his God,” 
Parker told Christianity Today. “He was 
put into a position where he had to ask 
himself if God was real. If he was called 
to lead, then how would he react to the 
subjugation that he felt daily ― not only  
towards himself, but to others that 

looked like him around him. That was a 
fascinating story. It checked all the 
boxes.”

After teaching himself to read, Turner 
went on to become a preacher, claiming 
he was chosen by God to deliver Bible 
scripture to other slaves throughout the 
state of Virginia. Turner’s teachings 
eventually resulted in a slave rebellion 
(also known as the Southampton 
Insurrection) which left approximately 60 
slave owners dead.

Parker, who grew up in a Christian 
church, went on to add that he hopes 
the film helps fellow Christian viewers 
“at a crossroads” by posing the (Cont. 
on back page.)
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Editorial
Thoughts….

Back in the day, Sunday School was a given.  It was an extension of church.  Now, 
some people treat Sunday School like a college blowoff class. They treat it like an 
elective that they believe they don’t need, don’t want and is simply a waste of time.  
It’s just another lecture that they choose to skip, opting to go out for breakfast  or 
sit around to chat instead. But what if churches flipped the Sunday School class?

	 Martin Luther taught that 
education was essential, “both to 
understand the Word of Scripture and 
the nature of the world in which the 
Word would take root.” The modern 
Sunday school movement began in 
1780 when Robert Raikes began 
educating poor children who were 
otherwise overlooked by society. 
Most universities, including Harvard, 
Ya le , P r ince ton , Ox fo rd , and 
Cambr idge, were founded by 
Christians as religious schools. 
Nowadays , i t seems l i ke the 
movement needs to be revamped. 
 In an increasing number of 
classrooms around the world, the 
model of the classroom lecture 
and homework are being turned 
on it’s head with great success.  
A f l ipped classroom is where 
s t u d e n t s c a n w a t c h a p r e -
recording of the lesson at home 
when i t suits them, and use 
valuable class time for exercises, 
discussions and projects.  The 
teacher stops being “the sage on 
the stage” and start being the 
“guide of the side.” Students no 
longer have to louder through 
houses of homework, but instead 

l e a r n t h ro u g h c o l l a b o r a t i o n , 
discussion, and hands on learning. 
The flipped classroom is making the 
most of the time learners spend 
together in the same room. Can you 
imagine the potential this model has 
for the church worldwide?  This is the 
model of the new, College Student 
and Young Adult Sunday School 
class at Greater Little Zion.

  
 - Students watch the lesson at home 
to get them thinking, then use their 
gathered time to learn and explore 
ideas at a far deeper level.

 - The teacher is now the facilitator, 
using communication abilities to 
listen to and empower others, rather 
than doing all the talking.

- Meeting together then inspires real 
change, real act ion, and real 
commitment. 

- The students have access to 
thought-provok ing , l i fe -g iv ing 
messages about Jesus and His ways.

- The Sunday School Class is their 
classroom, not the teachers.


Come Join us ages 18 - 35 in the 
upstairs conference room every 
Sunday.

Rev. Dr. James T. Murphy, Jr., 
Pastor

Rev. Estelle Chandler, Associate 
Minister

http://www.gotquestions.org/Sunday-School.html
http://www.gotquestions.org/Sunday-School.html


 

Is the black church too quiet  on race issues 
and civil rights issues of our modern day?

JOIN THE 
CONVERSATION

DID YOU 
KNOW?

• Religion and religious institutions had a 
massive impact on the Civil Rights 
Movement. Major denominations 
supported the movement financially and 
intellectually, its many leaders were 
passionate ministers, and black 
churches served as sites of organization, 
education, and community 
engagement for the hundreds of 
thousands of anonymous supporters of 
the movement.


• The Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC) was created in 1957 
to harness the moral authority and 
organizing power of black churches to 
conduct non-violent protests in the 
pursuit of civil rights reform. SCLC's 
belief that churches should be involved 
in political activism against social ills was 
also deeply controversial. Many ministers 
and religious leaders thought that the 
role of the church should not be political.


• Local churches played major role during 
the 1963 Birmingham Campaign. Its 
success led to more violence against 
African Americans, including the 
bombing of the 16th Street Baptist 
Church by four Klansmen.


• The support of American rabbis for the 
civil rights fighters in St. Augustine, 
Florida serves as one of the symbolic 
examples of inter-religious alliances in 
support of the Civil Rights Movement.  


• Thousands of religious leaders and 
ordinary Americans came to demand 
voting rights for all in Selma, 
Alabama.


HAS THE CHURCH BEEN ABSENT AS FAR AS RACE AND 
JUSTICE FOR THREE DECADES?

	 To put it mildly, these are not great years for race relations in 
America.


	 Starting with the cases of Michael Brown in Ferguson, Tamir 
Rice in Cleveland and Eric Garner in New York as well as other stories 
highlights that the conversation about race in the U.S. still has a long way 
to go.


	 The conversation about race in the Church has a long way to go, 
as well. American churches remain largely segregated, largely silent and 
race issues and social issue are largely ignored from the pulpit and in the 
church community. 


	 Some believe in order to be credible witnesses to those who are 
far from Christ, the Church needs to be a pioneer in this conversation. 

This is a Christian nation. We were founded on Christian principles. But 
with those same various Christian principles, some  use the Word of God 
to distort and to oppress people. So even as Christians, we have to 
redeem that time and redeem those conversations and redeem those 
opportunities. We should be leading.


	 Some of the Fortune 500 companies have diversity initiatives. 
Some secular organizations have diversity initiatives, but the Church 
[doesn’t]. God’s the creator of diversity! He’s the triune God. He is 
diverse. He is father, He is son, He is Holy Spirit. He is diversity in itself, 
and He created all of us in all these races in His image—and they’re 
beautiful. We should all want justice for God is a just God.  We should all 
want unity and peace. Why wouldn’t the Church have that same initiative 
to model what Christ represents in our communities? Why is the church 
saying nothing when it comes to social injustices and racial wrongs?  Is 
that the churches responsibility anymore?  What do you think?


Revenant Magazine

https://www.boundless.com/u-s-history/definition/civil-rights-movement/
https://www.boundless.com/u-s-history/definition/florida/
https://www.boundless.com/u-s-history/definition/civil-rights-movement/
https://www.boundless.com/u-s-history/definition/florida/


BIBLE STUDY
“The Christian life is 
not a constant high.  I 
have  my moments of 
deep discouragement. 
I have to go to God in 
prayer with tears in 
my eyes, and say, ‘O 
God, forgive me,’ or 
‘Help me.”.  

Billy Graham

VERSES TO 
REMEMBER

 Psalm 86 gives us a helpful 
lesson on prayer.  It is the only psalm in 
Book 3 of the Psalter labeled as written 
by David.  In many ways, it is not a 
very original psalm. It’s like a mosaic 
piecing together versers and phrases 
from other psalms and Scriptures.  
Psalm 86 is the earnest, heartfelt cry of 
a man of God in a desperate situation 
laying hold of the God whom he knew 
well.  
  
  
1 Hear me, Lord, and answer 
me for I am poor and needy.  
2 Guard my life, for I am 
faithful to you; save your servant who 
trusts in you. You are my God; 
3. have mercy on me, Lord for 
I call to you all day long. 
4. Bring joy to your servant, 
Lord for I put my trust in you. 
5. You, Lord are forgiving and good, 
abounding in love to all who call to 
you. 
6.  Hear my prayer, Lord; 
listen to my cry for mercy. 
7.  When I am in distress, I call 
to you, because you answer me.   

I am a man of prayer. (Psalm 
109:4) 

	 All too often we are in a 
“Holy” hurry in our devotional time.  
How much actual tie do we spend 
in quiet devotion on a daily basis?  
an i be easi ly measured in 
minutes?  Can you think of even 
one person of great spiritual 
stature who did not spend much of 
his time in prayer? 

	 George Whi tfie ld the 
English preacher who was one of 
t h e l e a d i n g fi g u r e s i n t h e 
eighteenth-century American 
revival known as the Great 
Awakening once said, “I have 
spent entire days and weeks lying 
prostrate on the ground, engaged 
in silent or spoken prayer.” And the 
words of another person, whose 
life confirmed his own assertion, 
were these: “Fall to your knees and 
grow there.”

	 It has been said that no 
great work of literature or science 
has ever been produced by 
someone who d id not love 
solitude. It is also a fundamental 
p r i n c i p l e o f f a i t h t h a t n o 
tremendous growth in holiness has 
ever been achieved by anyone 
who has not taken the time 
frequently, and for long periods, to 
be alone with God.

	 Prayer is so important, 
and we have to remember that we 
should learn to rush to prayer for 
many reasons:


1. Prayer builds our relationship 
with Jesus.  (Ephesians 3:14-19)

Paul prays, “that you may be able 
to comprehend…

what is the breadth and length 
and height and depth and to 
know the love of Christ which 
surpasses knowledge…”


2. Prayer helps us overcome 
temptation. (Luke 22:40) Luke 
says, “in order that you may not 
enter into temptation.”


3. Prayer helps us determine 
God’s will. We pray so that our 
wills not our emotions can be 
yielded to the Divine.  In 2 Timothy 
1:7 it becomes alive. “For God has 
not given us a spirit of timidity, but 
of power and love and sound 
judgement.” 


4. Prayer accomplishes God’s 
work. (John 14:12-14) “Very truly I 
tell you, whoever believes in me will 
do the works I have been doing and 
they will do even greater things 
than these, because I am going to 
the Father.  And I will do whatever 
you ask in my name, so that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son.  
You may ask for anything in my 
name, and I will do it.”


5. Prayer is a weapon of spiritual 
warfare. (2 Corinthians 10:3-4) “We 
do not fight against flesh and 
blood…”


6. Prayer is a prerequisite to 
spiritual awakening. (2 Chronicles 
7:13-14) …My people who are 
called in my name should humble 
themselves in prayer…”


7. Prayer is valuable to God. 
(Hebrew 7:25) “…he always lives to 
intercede for them.


~Streams in the Desert 

Psalm 86: A Lesson 
on Prayer



 

Unshaken: Real Faith in 
Our Faithful God 

From The Bookshelf HEALTH 
WATCH

What is breast cancer?  
Breast cancer occurs when cells in 
the breast divide and grow without 
their normal control. Tumors in the 
breast tend to grow slowly. By the 
time a lump is large enough to feel, it 
may have been growing for as long as 
10 years. (Some tumors are 
aggressive and grow much faster.) 

Between 50 and 75 percent of breast 
cancers begin in the milk ducts, about 
10 to 15 percent begin in the lobules 
and a few begin in other breast 
tissues [4]. Learn more about breast 
anatomy. 

Non-invasive vs. invasive breast 
cancer  
It is important to understand the 
differences between invasive breast 
cancer and non-invasive breast 
cancer, called ductal carcinoma in situ 
(DUK-tul kar-sin-O-ma in SY-too, 
sometimes called DCIS). These 
differences affect treatment and 
prognosis. 

Breast cancer diagnosis and 
treatment  
Breast cancer is not one disease. One 
person’s breast cancer diagnosis may 
be quite different from another’s. 
Because of the differences between 
breast cancers and between people, 
treatment can vary from person to 
person. 


“In the Bible, faith is essential to salvation, and no less essential to our 
lifelong pilgrimage. Here, Crawford Loritts does not so much define faith as 
provide sketches of the way biblical faith operates. In highly practical terms, 
he describes how faith engenders obedience, endurance, and an ability to live 
in the light of the new heaven and the new earth. Faith res mission; it 
develops trust and courage. And all such faith is grounded in confidence in 
what God has already done in Christ Jesus. If faith is for you ephemeral and 
practically useless, you need this book.”  
D. A. Carson, Research Professor of New Testament, Trinity Evangelical 
Divinity School  

Faith stands at the heart of Christianity, forming the bedrock of 
confidence that sustains God’s people through the twists and turns of 
life. Calling readers to a faith that does not waver in a God who does 
not lie, this book by popular radio host and pastor Crawford Loritts 
reminds Christians of the sure hope they have in Christ and 
encourages them to live each day in light of that hope. Looking at 
God’s faithfulness in the past, plan for the future, and presence for the 
here and now, this book helps readers cultivate a confidence in God 
that is strong enough to help them endure. Whatever the world throws 
their way. Here is a powerful exhortation to true faith that honors God 
and leads to unending joy before a watching world. ~ Amazon


Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month



 
Zion 

Renovation 
Project 

125th Church Anniversary Team 
Update  
T h e m e : “ 1 2 5 Y e a r s : 
Remembering, Reconciling, and 
Rejuvenating. 

“But  as it is written, eye hath not 
seen, nor ear heard, neither have 
entered into the heart of man, the 
thing which God hath prepared for 
them that love him.” 1 Corinthians 
2:9 

Zion Day Colors 
Royal Blue and Gold   

Old-Fashion Revival 
October 10-14, 2016, 7:15., Dinner 
Served Nightly 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 
p.m. 

Zion Day Celebration 
October 16, 2016, 9:45 a.m. 
Traditional Zion Day Meal Served 
Immediately After Service. 

PLEDGED 
$107,290 OUR GOAL 

$125,000

NEED 
$17,710

Crossword



 Continued from front page…
Birth Of A Nation 

question of “where is the line” drawn when it comes to 
justifying religion and oppression.


“I feel like we see that a lot in 2016 ― more often now than I 
ever could’ve imagined. I ask myself: ‘If Christ was here, how 
would he react to the misuse and misrepresentation of his 
name and his actions,’” he said.


“’How might we be more effective in holding ourselves as 

Christians accountable to his actual word?’ I, for one, believe 
that partisanship should have nothing to do with the actions of 
Christ. You’re either Christlike, or you’re not.”

Parker also aims to set his film, which has been seven years in 
the making, apart from D.W. Griffith’s 1915 movie “The Birth of 
a Nation,” by making it resonate with the social issues that are 
prevalent today.


“I honestly think this is a film that could start a conversation 
that can promote healing and systemic change in our 
country,” he said in a 2015 promotional video clip for the 2016 
Sundance Film Festival. “There’s so many things that are 
happening right now in 2015 — 100 years after the original 
‘Birth of a Nation’ film, here we are.”


“Birth of a Nation” is scheduled to hit theaters Oct. 7. Read 
more of Nate Parker’s interview with Christianity Today

Brennan Williams 
Huffington Post

Monthly 
Events

Wealth, Health & 
Fitness Expo

  
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., 
Omicron Chi Omega Chapter invites 
members of the Greater Prince 
William County, Va. area to join us for 
our free Wealth, Health & Fitness 
Expo on October 15, 2016 at the 
Boys & Girls Club of Greater 
Washington, Hylton Branch (5070 
Dale Blvd. Woodbridge, VA. 22193).

The expo is a one-day, interactive 
event designed to empower children, 
young adults, and families to make 
better decisions about their health, 
fitness and financial future. The event 
will feature a mini-seminar on 
rebuilding credit and growing wealth, 
youth financial literacy, and a session 
on reading nutrition labels. 


Additionally, attendees will have the 
opportunity to create their own 
healthy salad in a jar and participate 
in yoga classes for all ages.

Space is limited. Register for free 
today!


  
DATE AND TIME 
Sat, October 15, 2016

10:00 AM – 2:00 PM

Add to Calendar

LOCATION 
BOY & GIRLS CLUB OF GREATER 
WASHINGTON, HYLTON BRANCH

5070 Dale Blvd. Woodbridge, VA 
22193


http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/nate-parkers-the-birth-of-a-nation-a-powerful-achievement_us_56a79afee4b0172c65942b47
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2015/02/20/americas-first-black-film-racial-bigotry_n_6715752.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B5i7o41THM4
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/nate-parkers-the-birth-of-a-nation-a-powerful-achievement_us_56a79afee4b0172c65942b47
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2015/02/20/americas-first-black-film-racial-bigotry_n_6715752.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B5i7o41THM4


The Zion Trumpet 
Greater Little Zion Baptist Church Monthly Newsletter 

2016 Theme: “Being a Church of TLC: Touching, Loving & Caring”  
John 13:34-35 

Church Vision: The vision of Greater Little Zion Baptist Church is to reach the 
unsaved with the saving message of Jesus Christ.  
Matthew 28:19-20 

Church Mission: The mission of Greater Little Zion Baptist Church is to lead 
everyone to a full life of development in Christ.

CONTACT: Angelica Anderson for submissions  |  andersonangelica@hotmail.com  |  

WWW.glzbc.org

GLZBC

10185 Zion Drive, Fairfax, VA 22032

ZION TRUMPETHE Monthly 
Events

  

To: The Plaza Church, Charlotte, NC

October 22-13, 2016


Celebrating: Pastor Chris Campbell 
3rd Pastoral Anniversary


Guest Preacher: Rev. Dr. James T. 
Murphy, Jr., Pastor 
Greater Little Zion Baptist Church

Guest Choir: GLZBC Male Chorus


Departing: Saturday, October 22, 
2016 at 7:00 a.m. 
Returning Sunday, October 23, 2016 
following service. 

Cost per seat $55.00 (round trip)


Hotel accommodations: Holiday Inn 
Charlotte University


Room rate: $112 plus tax (15.25%) 
per night.

Call: (704) 547-0999


Group rate code: Greater Little Zion 
(expires 10/18/2016)


Bus Trip to Charlotte, 
NC  

Oct. 22-23, 2016

http://www.glzbc.org
http://www.glzbc.org

